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U.S. Customs and Border Protection, DHS; Treasury § 148.2 

Section 148.22 also issued under 19 U.S.C. 
1629; 

Sections 148.43, 148.51, 148.63, 148.64, 148.74 
also issued under 19 U.S.C. 1321; 

Section 148.87 also issued under 22 U.S.C. 
288. 

SOURCE: T.D. 73–27, 38 FR 2449, Jan. 26, 1973, 
unless otherwise noted. 

§ 148.0 Scope. 
This part contains the regulations 

governing the allowance of exemptions 
for residents and nonresidents arriving 
in the United States, for crewmembers 
of carriers engaged in international 
traffic, for military and civilian em-
ployees of the United States, for cer-
tain evacuees, and for certain per-
sonnel of foreign governments and 
international organizations. Proce-
dures and requirements are also set 
forth pertaining to registration of arti-
cles to be taken abroad, declaration 
and entry, and examination of baggage, 
and collection of duties and taxes. 

Subpart A—General Provisions 

§ 148.1 Registration of effects to be 
taken abroad. 

(a) Persons who may use procedure. 
Any person, except a nonresident sea-
man, airman, or person engaged in 
similar employment, who intends to 
take effects of foreign origin abroad 
may register such articles before de-
parture from the United States in 
order to facilitate their identification 
on return to the United States. Only 
articles of foreign origin having serial 
numbers or other distinctive, perma-
nently affixed unique markings can be 
registered. 

(b) Procedures for registration. Appli-
cants for registration of articles of for-
eign origin shall present the articles, 
together with a completed, but un-
signed, Customs Form 4457, or its elec-
tronic equivalent, which may be ob-
tained in advance of departure, to a 
Customs officer. After the Customs of-
ficer has examined the articles and 
verified their description, he shall have 
the applicant sign the form. The Cus-
toms officer shall then sign the form 
and return it to the applicant for pres-
entation on return of the articles. Cus-
toms form 4455, or its electronic equiv-
alent, may be required in any case in 

which Customs form 4457, or its elec-
tronic equivalent, will not adequately 
serve the purpose of registration. 

(c) Presentation on return and reuse. 
The form shall be presented to the Cus-
toms officer when the registered arti-
cles are returned to the United States. 
The form shall be valid for reuse as 
long as the document is legible to iden-
tify the registered articles. 

[T.D. 82–102, 47 FR 24119, June 3, 1982, as 
amended by T.D. 91–35, 56 FR 19260, Apr. 26, 
1991; CBP Dec. No. 15–14, 80 FR 61291, Oct. 13, 
2015] 

§ 148.2 Residence status of arriving 
persons. 

(a) General. Persons arriving from 
foreign countries will be divided into 
two classes for Customs purposes: 

(1) Residents of the United States re-
turning from abroad, and 

(2) All other persons, hereinafter re-
ferred to as nonresidents. 

(b) Status as returning resident. Citi-
zens of the United States, or persons 
who have formerly resided in the 
United States, (including American 
citizens who are residents of American 
Samoa, Guam, the Commonwealth of 
the Northern Mariana Islands, or the 
Virgin Islands of the United States) 
will be deemed residents of the United 
States returning from abroad within 
the meaning of ‘‘residents’’ as used in 
Chapter 98, Subchapter IV, Harmonized 
Tariff Schedule of the United States (19 
U.S.C. 1202), in the absence of satisfac-
tory evidence that they have estab-
lished a home elsewhere. The residence 
of a minor child will be presumed to be 
the residence of the child’s parents. 

(c) Status as nonresident. Any person 
arriving in the United States who is 
not a resident of the United States or 
who, though a resident of the United 
States, is not returning from abroad, 
will be treated for the purpose of these 
regulations as a nonresident. 

(d) Optional claim of nonresident sta-
tus. Any person arriving in the United 
States who would otherwise be consid-
ered a returning resident, may claim at 
his option the status of a nonresident if 
he intends to remain in the United 
States for only a short period of time 
before returning abroad. If the status 
as a nonresident claimed by an arriving 
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